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Lesson 1 

The Foundation of Generosity 

 

Scripture: Genesis 14:17-20; Malachi 3:8-12 (NRSV) 

Key Theme 

Generosity is not a New Testament innovation. It is woven into Scripture's earliest stories, 

long before any commandment required it. When we offer God the first and the best of 

what we have, we confess that nothing we hold is truly our own. The tithe is the floor of 

grateful response, the measurable shape of a heart that trusts God to provide. 

Key Verse 

"Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my 
house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not 
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an 
overflowing blessing." 

Malachi 3:10 

The Lesson 

The tithe is older than the law. Centuries before Sinai, Abram staged a desperate rescue 

mission against four allied kings who had carried off his nephew Lot. He prevailed. He 

returned with the spoils. Then, before he could divide a single ounce of recovered gold, a 

stranger stepped onto the road. His name was Melchizedek, and he was both king of 

Salem and priest of God Most High. 

That dual office matters. Salem would one day become Jerusalem. The God whom 

Melchizedek served was the God of heaven and earth, worshiped here in a Canaanite city, 

beyond the bounds of any covenant family. The priest brought bread and wine for the 

exhausted soldiers. He blessed Abram with words that stripped the victory of its self-

congratulation: glory belonged to the One who had delivered the enemies into his hand. 

Abram's reply was action, not speech. He gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything. No 

statute compelled him. No precedent guided him. The tithe was pure response, the body's 

instinctive bow when the soul recognizes that victory was a gift. 

This is the first principle. Generosity toward God is older than any rule about it. The tithe 

was not legislated into being; it was lived into being by a man whose gratitude needed a 

shape. Before there is a law, there is a heart that knows what it owes. 
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Malachi finds the tithe in very different soil. Decades after the return from Babylon, the 

rebuilt temple stood, the priests still served, the calendar of festivals still turned. But the 

heat had gone out of the worship. The motions remained; the meaning had leaked away. 

Into this fatigue God hurls a charge that ought to stop the room: "Will anyone rob God? 

Yet you are robbing me!" The people answer with apparent innocence: How? The reply is 

one phrase long: "In your tithes and offerings." 

The Hebrew verb is sharper than mere neglect. It is the language of fraud, of a man who 

hands over a closed purse and insists it is full. The people in Malachi were not skipping 

worship. They were attending worship while pocketing what belonged in the offering 

plate. Partial obedience disguised as faithfulness is more corrosive than open rebellion, 

because the religious surface hides what the heart is really doing. 

Then comes a sentence that has no parallel anywhere else in Scripture. God says: test me. 

Bring the full tithe and see what I do. Nowhere else does the Almighty submit divine 

faithfulness to human verification. The promised response is extravagant: windows of 

heaven thrown open, blessing poured down until there is no room left to receive it, the 

devourer rebuked off the fields, the harvest spared. To an agrarian community whose rain 

and grain hung by a thread, this was not metaphor. It was survival. 

What's Learned 

Generosity Predates Law 

Abram tithed before any law required tithing. Generosity, in Scripture's earliest pages, is 

what gratitude does when it cannot sit still. The tithe is not the law imposing a duty on 

the soul. It is the soul finding a shape for the gratitude it already carries. 

Withholding from God Is Robbery 

Malachi reframes the conversation entirely. Withholding the tithe is not frugality; it is 

fraud. The portion was never ours to give; it was God's to receive, entrusted to our hands 

for return. Once we see this, giving stops feeling like loss. Returning what already belongs 

to Another is not generosity. It is honesty. 

God Invites Us to Test Divine Faithfulness 

The invitation to test God is the only one of its kind in the canon. It is not a promise of 

riches in exchange for piety; that distortion turns God into a vending machine and the 

tithe into a coin. It is something more daring: a divine guarantee that those who put first 

things first will discover, in time, that God can be trusted with the rest. 

The Tithe Is a Minimum, Not a Maximum 

Notice that Malachi names two categories: tithes and offerings. The tithe is the baseline; 

the offering is what gratitude adds on top. A tenth marks the floor of faithful giving. 
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Everything above it is the music of a generous heart playing its own line over the steady 

rhythm of obedience. 

Application (Living the Lesson) 

Examine Your Heart Before Your Wallet 

Before you do the math, audit the motive. Do you approach the tithe with relief or with 

reluctance? Is giving a release or a wound? God reads the heart before God counts the gift. 

If you discover resentment underneath your generosity, name it in prayer and ask God to 

do the slower work of converting your reflexes. 

Begin Where You Are 

If you have never tithed, do not let the size of the gap convince you not to move. Begin 

where you are. Five percent now, with a plan to climb. Tithing from the next raise. A 

pledge that increases every quarter. What matters is that the needle starts moving. God 

meets faithful direction more readily than perfect arrival. 

Accept the Divine Challenge 

Take the challenge literally. Commit to a full tithe for three months, or six, and keep a 

journal of what God does. No windfall is guaranteed. The unexpected check is not the 

point. What you will find, if you watch, is that God provides in forms you did not think to 

ask for: bills that do not arrive, expenses that quietly shrink, a peace that survives the 

spreadsheet. 

Move Beyond the Minimum 

If the tithe is already in place, ask what offering might rise above it. A mission project that 

quickens your pulse. A family in the church carrying a heavy month. A ministry whose 

work makes you grateful you live in this generation. Let the tithe be the threshold of your 

generosity, never its ceiling. 
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Prayer 

God of abundance, I confess that I have sometimes treated giving as the cost of being a 

Christian rather than its joy. I have calculated my tithe with reluctance instead of 

releasing it with thanksgiving. I have closed my hand around what was always yours. 

Forgive me for the slow theft of withholding, for the worship that praised you with the lips 

and refused you with the wallet. Re-form my reflexes. Let generosity be the way I 

instinctively answer your kindness. Train me to recognize your hand in every paycheck, 

every unexpected provision, every quiet moment when the rent gets paid. 

I accept your challenge. I will put you to the test, not because I want to be rich but because 

I want to know that you are faithful, not to purchase your favor but to practice my love. 

Open the windows of heaven, Lord, in whatever way you choose. 

Make me like Abram, whose tithe was not a duty but a doxology. Let my giving rise from 

gratitude, not guilt; from worship, not pressure. In the name of Jesus, who held nothing 

back from me, I pray. Amen. 
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Lesson 2 

The Heart Behind the Gift 

 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Mark 12:41-44 (NRSV) 

Key Theme 

God is not impressed by the size of the check. God is moved by the posture of the giver. A 

small gift offered gladly outweighs a large gift offered grudgingly, because heaven 

measures cost differently than earth does. When generosity rises from a willing heart, it 

joins a divine economy in which our giving becomes someone else's provision and 

someone else's thanksgiving. 

Key Verse 

"Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

The Lesson 

Paul was taking up a collection. The Jerusalem believers were hungry. Famine, 

persecution, and economic pressure had hollowed out the mother church, and Paul had 

spent years asking his Gentile congregations to send relief. The Corinthian offering was 

part of that effort. But it was more than charity. Money flowing from Corinth to Jerusalem 

was the visible proof that Jew and Gentile had been gathered into one family. The offering 

preached a doctrine that the apostle's letters could only describe. 

Paul reaches for a metaphor any first-century reader would recognize. Sow sparingly, reap 

sparingly. Sow bountifully, reap bountifully. Seed in the bag produces no harvest. Only 

seed in the ground multiplies. The farmer who refuses to scatter his grain has merely 

guaranteed his own hunger. Generosity works the same way. What you cling to does not 

grow. What you release returns in forms you did not plant. 

Paul guards immediately against the obvious distortion. The metaphor is not a strategy 

for getting rich through religious investment. He is not selling spiritual seeds with a 

guaranteed return in dollars. He is describing how God's economy actually works: those 

who give generously open themselves to receive generously, and the wealth that returns 

is most often counted in currencies the world does not track, namely joy, thanksgiving, 

and fruitfulness. 
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The center of the passage arrives in verse 7: "Each of you must give as you have made up 

your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." The 

Greek word for "cheerful" is hilaros, the root of our word "hilarious." Paul is not picturing 

a polite donor signing a pledge card. He is picturing laughter in the offering, delight in the 

release, the surprised pleasure of a giver who has discovered that letting go feels better 

than holding on. That kind of cheerfulness is not manufactured by willpower. It is what 

naturally happens to a heart that finally understands what giving is for. 

Then Paul makes a claim so large it should make us pause: "God is able to provide you 

with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every good work." Trace the logic. God gives abundantly, so that we 

have enough, so that we can share abundantly. We are never the terminus of God's 

generosity. We are the pipe between the source and the people downstream. Blessing that 

stops with us is blessing diverted from its purpose. 

Mark 12 puts a face on everything Paul will later say. Jesus sat across from the temple 

treasury, watching the offering unfold. The trumpet-shaped receptacles amplified the 

clatter of coins, so the wealthy donors' contributions were literally audible, brassy, 

impressive. Then a widow stepped up and dropped in two lepta, the smallest coins in 

circulation. The whole gift was worth about a penny. The trumpet barely registered. 

Jesus called his disciples close and made a startling pronouncement: this poor widow had 

put in more than all of them. The rich gave out of their abundance. She gave out of her 

poverty, everything she had, all she had to live on. By any arithmetic the world knows, 

this is nonsense. The widow's two coins could not have funded a single afternoon of 

temple operation. But Jesus was using a different equation. He was not measuring what 

was placed in the treasury. He was measuring what was left in the purse. The wealthy gave 

from what they would never miss. The widow gave from what she needed by sundown. 

Her gift was total. Nothing held back, nothing reserved against tomorrow. The two coins 

were not a percentage. They were the bottom of the purse. In one quiet, almost unseen 

gesture, she became the embodied sermon Paul would later preach to the Corinthians: 

cheerful, wholehearted, all-in, trusting that the God who fed her yesterday could be 

trusted with the rest of her life. 

What's Learned 

God Measures Differently Than We Do 

The world measures generosity by the number on the check. God measures by the cost to 

the giver. A small gift offered at real expense outweighs a large gift offered without 

inconvenience, because the metric in heaven is not the amount surrendered but the 

amount sacrificed. The honest question is never how much we give. It is how much we 

keep. 
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Attitude Matters More Than Amount 

Paul insists the gift must come from a settled heart, not from reluctance or pressure. 

Social expectation, guilt, and high-octane fundraising can produce contributions, but they 

cannot produce cheer. The atmosphere around a gift matters as much as the gift itself. 

The disposition of the giver sanctifies, or undermines, what the hands release. 

Generosity Is Participation in Divine Providence 

When we give generously, we become tributaries of providence. God could feed the 

hungry without us. God could supply the missionary's salary without our offering. The 

astonishing thing is that God chooses not to. Our gifts are an invitation to participate in 

the very work by which God sustains the world. 

Radical Trust Produces Radical Generosity 

The widow could give everything because she believed God could be trusted with 

everything. Tight fists are not signs of wisdom; they are signs of doubt. We hold on 

because we have not yet believed that the One who fed yesterday will feed tomorrow. 

When that belief finally settles into the bones, the hands open. Generosity is faith made 

visible. 

Application (Living the Lesson) 

Check Your Heart Before Writing the Check 

Before your next contribution, pause long enough to read your own heart. Are you giving 

with gladness or with grimace? From gratitude or from social pressure? From love or from 

low-grade guilt? If the motive is off, do not rush past it. Spend the time in prayer that the 

gift itself will not have. Better a smaller gift offered cleanly than a larger one offered with 

a grudge. 

Give from Your Need, Not Just Your Surplus 

Push past comfortable giving. This is not a license for foolishness; legitimate obligations 

remain legitimate. But comfortable giving from comfortable abundance is also 

comfortable for the soul, which is precisely the problem. Find one place in your budget 

where generosity requires a real adjustment. Gifts that cost something teach what cost-

free gifts cannot. 

Cultivate Cheerfulness Through Gratitude 

Cheer is downstream of gratitude. Work upstream. Keep a thanksgiving journal. End each 

day by naming three specific kindnesses you received that you did not earn. Remember, 

in concrete detail, how much you have been given. Generosity will follow gratitude the 

way water follows the slope of the land. 
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See Yourself as a Channel, Not a Reservoir 

Shift your imagination from reservoir to riverbed. A reservoir hoards what arrives; a 

riverbed conducts it onward. God has blessed you not so the blessing can stop with you 

but so it can pass through you to the next thirst. Ask, regularly and out loud: what has 

God given me today that someone else needs more than I do? 
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Prayer 

Gracious God, my giving has not always been cheerful. I have calculated the minimum 

obligation when I might have celebrated the maximum opportunity. I have given from 

surplus without sacrifice, sliding you the leftovers and keeping the first portion for myself. 

Convert my heart into a wellspring rather than a vault. Teach me to hold my resources 

loosely, as a steward and not an owner. Make me a channel through which your blessing 

reaches the next person downstream. Give me the widow's nerve, who held back nothing 

because she trusted you for everything. 

Teach me your economy, where bountiful sowing produces a harvest the spreadsheet 

cannot predict. Help me to measure as you measure, weighing the heart instead of the 

check. Let my offerings bring you glory, meet real needs, and produce thanksgiving that 

rises like incense from places I will never see. 

I want to be the cheerful giver you love. Work in me until generosity is my reflex, not my 

calculation, until giving is as natural as breathing, until my open hand mirrors your open 

heart. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 
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Lesson 3 

The Purpose of Generous Giving 

 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 14:22-29; Acts 4:32-37 (NRSV) 

Key Theme 

Tithes and offerings are not religious taxes. They are instruments designed to build 

community, sustain ministry, and protect the vulnerable. God did not invent the tithe 

arbitrarily; God built it for specific work. It supports those who serve, provides for those 

in need, and funds the celebrations that knit a people together. When generosity moves 

through a community of faith, it changes both the ones who give and the ones who receive. 

Key Verse 

"There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands 
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold." 

Acts 4:34 

The Lesson 

Deuteronomy 14 contains some of the most surprising instructions about the tithe in all 

of Scripture. Israel was to set aside a tenth of the year's produce: grain, wine, oil, the 

firstborn of herd and flock. Standard enough. But notice the destination. The tithe was 

not delivered to a faceless storehouse and forgotten. It was brought into the presence of 

the Lord, to the place God would choose for God’s Name. 

And there, before God, it was eaten. The tithe became a meal. The stated purpose was 

formation: "so that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always." Setting aside the 

first and best of the harvest, then sitting down to enjoy it in God's presence, was a 

practiced rehearsal of priority. The tithe trained Israel in the central conviction of biblical 

faith, that God comes first not in theory but in calendar and granary. 

For families who lived too far away to haul grain and livestock to the sanctuary, the law 

made room. Convert the tithe to silver, travel light, and then, on arrival, "spend the money 

for whatever you wish, oxen, sheep, wine, strong drink, or whatever you desire." Read that 

line again. It demolishes the stereotype of the tithe as grim duty. God designed it to fund 

a festival. The first portion of the harvest was meant to underwrite the joy of God's people. 

Then the text turns to the Levites. The priestly tribe received no land at the conquest; their 

inheritance was the Lord. But priests and singers do not eat doctrine. "Do not neglect the 

Levites who are in your towns," the law insists, "for they have no allotment or inheritance 
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with you." The tithe paid the people who carried the worship of Israel on their shoulders. 

The principle still holds. Those who give themselves full time to the spiritual care of God's 

people deserve material support from those they serve. 

Every third year the pattern changed. The tithe stayed home. Rather than traveling to the 

sanctuary, it was deposited in the local town for the most exposed people in the 

community: Levites without land, immigrants without family, orphans without fathers, 

widows without husbands. This triennial tithe was Israel's social safety net, woven directly 

into the worship economy. The generosity of God's people became God's hands extended 

to the people the wider economy was most likely to forget. 

Centuries later, the early church takes the same biblical logic to its astonishing conclusion. 

Luke describes a community in which "no one claimed private ownership of any 

possessions, but everything they owned was held in common." This is not state-enforced 

collectivism. No magistrate issued a decree, no apostle confiscated property. It was 

voluntary, an organic consequence of believers who had begun to see one another as 

siblings under one Father, with a single Father's table to set. 

The outcome is one sentence long, and astonishing: "There was not a needy person among 

them." That line echoes Deuteronomy 15:4, which had promised that obedience to God's 

economic instructions would mean no poor among Israel. Israel never quite reached that 

goal. The early church, in its first flush of resurrection power, did. For a season at least, 

generosity finished what the law had begun. 

The mechanism is plain. Those who owned land or houses sold them and brought the 

proceeds to the apostles, who distributed to each according to need. The phrase "laid it at 

the apostles' feet" is not casual posture; it signals submission to community discernment. 

Individual givers trusted that the apostles, gathered in prayer, would route resources 

more wisely than any single donor could alone. 

Luke gives one name and one face. Barnabas, a Levite from Cyprus, sold a field and 

brought the money to the apostles. His nickname was "Son of Encouragement." A man 

who routinely lifted others would naturally lift them in this way too. His gift met real 

needs and emboldened the next person to give. That is the purpose of generous giving: to 

build a community in which no one is allowed to go without. 

What's Learned 

Generosity Supports Ministry 

The Levites received the tithe because they had traded economic productivity for spiritual 

service. The principle carries forward. Pastors, teachers, missionaries, and counselors 

who give their best hours to the kingdom should not have to scrape evenings for second 

jobs. Our tithes are not subsidies. They are the appropriate compensation of those who 

carry the worship and care of God's people. 



         Journeys Judson Bible Lessons      Hearts of Generosity  

 

12 

 

 

Generosity Cares for the Vulnerable 

The triennial tithe named the most exposed people in the village: immigrants, orphans, 

widows. Translate the categories into our own setting and you have single parents, 

refugees, the long-term unemployed, the elderly outliving their savings. When the church 

directs offerings toward these neighbors, it does what Israel's law required and what the 

early church practiced. Our gifts become God's hands extended to people the world has 

stopped seeing. 

Generosity Builds Community 

The Jerusalem church's radical sharing produced something no preacher's sermon could 

engineer: unprecedented unity. Giving to meet one another's needs weaves bonds of 

mutual dependence, mutual gratitude, mutual hope. Generosity turns a congregation of 

strangers into a household of siblings who actually know what each other is carrying. 

Generosity Creates Celebration 

The tithe paid for feasts. Joy, in biblical economy, is not a luxury but a faithful expense. 

When the church funds fellowship meals, missionary sendoffs, anniversary celebrations, 

and harvest thanksgivings, we continue an ancient liturgy of joyful giving. Generosity that 

never produces celebration is incomplete. 

Application (Living the Lesson) 

Support Those Who Serve 

Ask whether your giving actually supports the people doing ministry in your church. 

Pastors and ministry staff deserve compensation that reflects competence and calling, not 

the bare minimum required to keep them. When budgets are debated, advocate for 

adequate salaries, sustainable benefits, and sabbatical rhythms. Let your generosity 

honor the people who make sure the worship happens, the grieving are visited, and the 

children are taught. 

Give to Meet Real Needs 

Direct part of your giving toward needs you can name and touch. Benevolence funds that 

catch a member during a hospital crisis. Local ministries feeding the hungry, sheltering 

the homeless, settling the newly arrived. Concrete generosity for concrete people. Faceless 

giving has its place, but the gospel keeps insisting on bodies and names. 

Participate in Community Building 

Generosity is more than writing checks. It is opening tables. Share meals with other 

believers, especially those outside your usual circle. Host a small group in your living 
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room. Underwrite the church potluck. Use your resources to make space for the 

relationships that turn a congregation into a community. 

Trust Communal Wisdom 

The early believers laid their gifts at the apostles' feet, trusting communal discernment to 

distribute more wisely than any single donor could. Personal, designated giving has its 

place. But there is real value in pooling resources and trusting your church's leadership 

to allocate them. The pooled offering is an act of humility, a confession that your view of 

the need is partial. 

Prayer 

God of community, I thank you for the purposes you have wired into generous giving. The 

tithe was never arbitrary taxation. It was your intentional provision for worship, ministry, 

and the care of the most exposed. Your wisdom turns my offering into someone else's 

daily bread. 

Help me see the lines of connection. When I give, let me picture the pastor whose salary 

is paid, the widow whose pantry is filled, the missionary whose visa is renewed, the hungry 

whose meal is served. Move my giving from isolated transaction to embodied 

participation in your work. 

Give me the heart of the early church, so captured by your love that the grip of private 

ownership begins to loosen. Make me willing to sell, share, and distribute, until no one 

among us has to go without. Let my generosity weave the bonds of community and 

underwrite the celebrations that remind us we are family. 

Direct my resources where they are most needed. Use my offerings to support those who 

serve, comfort those who suffer, and strengthen the household of faith. May my gifts be 

part of your answer to someone else's prayer. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 
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Lesson 4 

The Blessing of Faithful Stewardship 

 

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 16:10-13 (NRSV) 

Key Theme 

Generosity is finally a question of lordship. The way we handle money discloses who 

actually rules our hearts. Faithful giving is a quiet declaration that God, not wealth, sits 

on the throne. Faithful stewardship of small resources qualifies us for greater kingdom 

responsibility; unfaithfulness in small things disqualifies us from larger trust. Our 

financial decisions are spiritual decisions, and they carry eternal weight. 

Key Verse 

"No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth." 

Matthew 6:24 

The Lesson 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reaches into one of the deepest reflexes of the human 

heart: the instinct to find safety in what we have collected. "Do not store up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 

but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do not break in and steal." This is not a ban on saving or wise financial 

planning. It is a challenge to the deeper question of why we accumulate at all. 

The three threats Jesus names are not random. Each represents a real vulnerability of 

first-century wealth. Moths destroyed fine garments, which functioned in the ancient 

economy the way savings accounts do in ours. Rust, more literally "eating," named the 

slow decay of metals and the consumption of stored grain by vermin. Thieves represented 

the human menace: burglary, fraud, the political upheaval that empties bank vaults 

overnight. The list is comprehensive on purpose. There is no earthly category of wealth 

that is finally secure. 

Heavenly treasure operates on different physics. Inflation does not erode it. Identity theft 

cannot drain it. Market crashes leave it untouched. This is not pious disregard for present 

realities. It is shrewd investment advice. Move your assets to the only ledger that will still 

be open ten thousand years from now. Generosity is the currency exchange. Every act of 

giving converts depreciating earth-money into appreciating kingdom-deposits. 
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Then Jesus exposes the engine running underneath: "For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also." Read the direction of that sentence carefully. Heart follows 

treasure, not the reverse. The standard assumption is that we give to what we already care 

about. Jesus reverses it. Want to care about mission work? Start giving to missions. Want 

to develop a heart for the poor? Begin investing in poverty relief. Your money is not merely 

an expression of your affections. It is a forge that shapes them. 

The teaching crests in verse 24: "No one can serve two masters." Jesus is not talking about 

two part-time jobs. The word picture is slavery, an institution that admitted no shared 

ownership. A slave belonged entirely to one master. Wealth, Jesus declares, demands 

exactly that order of allegiance. It does not ask for a corner of your loyalty. It asks for the 

whole. So does God. The two requests cannot both be honored. A choice is required. 

The word translated "wealth" is mammon, an Aramaic term that personifies riches as a 

rival god. Jesus is not merely warning against greed. He is naming a deity. Money is no 

neutral medium of exchange; it is a power that wants your worship. Modern mammon 

has its own liturgies: the morning portfolio check, the quarterly earnings report, the holy 

day of the bonus. It has its cathedrals: the mall, the showroom, the gleaming flagship 

store. You cannot bow to both altars. 

Luke 16 extends the lesson with one of Jesus' most disorienting parables. A dishonest 

manager, about to be fired, spent his final days quietly slashing the debts his clients owed 

his master, buying future favor with money that was not his to give. When the master 

discovered what had happened, he commended the manager. Not for honesty. For 

shrewdness. Then Jesus draws an unsettling moral: "The children of this age are more 

shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light." The 

unrighteous, in other words, often plan more strategically for their futures than the 

righteous do for eternity. 

Jesus is not commending fraud. He is exposing a strange asymmetry: worldly people 

invest their resources with relentless attention to their own futures while believers, who 

claim to believe in eternity, often invest as if this life were all there is. "Make friends for 

yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you 

into the eternal homes." Translate earthly money into eternal relationships. Spend the 

temporary on what will outlast it. 

Then Jesus articulates a principle that applies far beyond money: "Whoever is faithful in 

a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest 

also in much." Character revealed in small matters predicts behavior in large ones. The 

way you handle a modest income is a reliable preview of how you would handle a fortune. 

Faithfulness with little earns the credentials for stewardship of more. 
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The application is uncomfortably direct: "If then you have not been faithful with the 

dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?" Earthly wealth is dishonest, 

Jesus says, because it so easily corrupts and so often lies about what it can deliver. It 

belongs to another because it has always, in the deepest sense, belonged to God. Our 

financial life is the rehearsal hall for a much larger stage. How we steward dollars is the 

audition for greater kingdom trust. 

What's Learned 

Generosity Is Investment in Eternity 

When we give to God's work, we are not losing wealth. We are relocating it. Earthly assets 

decay and disappear; heavenly assets do neither. Generosity is the wise investor's 

strategy, the quiet transfer of depreciating earthly currency into appreciating kingdom 

equity. The only treasures we keep forever are the ones we gave away. 

Our Hearts Follow Our Treasure 

We assume the heart leads and the wallet follows. Jesus says the wallet leads and the heart 

follows. Where we invest our resources, our affections eventually gather. If you want a 

heart for missions, begin giving to missionaries. If you want to care about your church, 

support its budget. Generosity does not merely express what we love. It teaches us to love. 

Wealth Demands Total Allegiance 

Money is not a neutral instrument. It is a rival god with its own demands. The pursuit of 

wealth can swallow our energy, dictate our decisions, and absorb our affections as 

completely as the pursuit of God. There is no neutral ground between the two thrones. 

We must consciously, and repeatedly, choose which one we will bow to. 

Small Faithfulness Leads to Large Responsibility 

How we handle money discloses character with embarrassing accuracy. Faithfulness in a 

modest income is the evidence that points to faithfulness with greater resources. God uses 

the proving ground of our checkbook to determine what kingdom responsibility we are 

ready to carry. 

Application (Living the Lesson) 

Audit Your Allegiances 

Take an honest inventory of what occupies your thoughts, drives your decisions, and 

captures your emotions. Does money take up disproportionate mental real estate? Are 

financial worries crowding out spiritual priorities, or financial fantasies replacing them? 

Identify the fingerprints of mammon in your interior life and consciously, in prayer, 

redirect your allegiance to God. 

 



         Journeys Judson Bible Lessons      Hearts of Generosity  

 

17 

Invest Where You Want Your Heart to Go 

Name an area of God's work you wish you cared about more deeply. Global missions. 

Local poverty relief. Christian education. A church plant in a community without one. 

Begin giving to that cause, even before the emotion catches up. Then watch what happens. 

Within months, your prayers will start naming the cause. Within a year, you will have 

become the person you were trying to become. 

Demonstrate Faithfulness in Small Things 

Pay attention to the small financial decisions you make every day, the ones you assume 

no one is watching. The cashier who hands back too much change. The freelance income 

that could go unreported. The waiter whose tip you decide between. These small matters 

do not merely reveal your character. They form it. Cultivate integrity in the minor things 

as training for the larger trust God may someday give you. 

View Money as a Tool, Not a Master 

Practice using money rather than serving it. Make financial decisions on the basis of 

kingdom priorities, not accumulation targets. Stop asking "How much can I keep?" and 

start asking "What can this resource accomplish for God?" Mammon is dethroned not by 

abstention but by reassignment. Put money in its proper place by sending it where God is 

at work. 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, money has exercised more power over me than I like to confess. I have 

worried about finances when I should have trusted your provision. I have chased wealth 

when I should have been seeking your kingdom. I have stored up treasures where moths 

and markets devour them, and neglected the treasures that last. 

Forgive the divided loyalties of my heart. I want to serve you alone, but mammon keeps 

reaching for the steering wheel. Break its power over me. Train me to see money as a tool 

for your purposes rather than a master demanding my service. 

Teach me to invest wisely for eternity. Show me where to place my treasure so that my 

heart will follow it there. Make me faithful in the small financial decisions of ordinary life, 

so that you might one day entrust me with greater kingdom responsibility. 

I choose you as my master. I renounce the worship of wealth. I declare that you, not 

money, will direct my decisions, occupy my thoughts, and receive my devotion. Help me 

live this confession in every financial choice I make. In your name I pray. Amen. 
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