
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GreeƟngs Church Family, 

I greet you in the mighty, matchless, and majesƟc name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  

The opening verses of Psalm 34 read, “I will bless the Lord at all Ɵmes: his praise shall conƟnually be in 
my mouth. 2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 3 O 
magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt his name together. 

These words have been a powerful reminder to me that our posiƟon should never change our 
disposiƟon. We must bless the Lord in good Ɵmes as well as bad. We must bless the Lord when we are 
pleased with the outcomes and bless the Lord when the outcome falls below our expectaƟons. 2022 was 
a year when that Psalm’s message was put to the test. I do not believe I am overstaƟng its’ impact by 
saying 2022 was our most challenging pandemic year. And yet amidst all that we might lament, as we 
look over the course of the year, we cannot help but say, “God was sƟll in the blessing business”. 

Allow me to express my sincere appreciaƟon to our 2022 Church Council for the leadership and service. 
Each leader, in their own way, made sacrifice of Ɵme, talent, and personal treasures to conƟnue the 
work of the Church. It is not hyperbolic to suggest that we could not have made it through the year 
without their support.  

To be honest, loss was a significant part of our congregaƟonal year. We acknowledge the losses of three 
important figures in the life and legacy of First BapƟst Church of Detroit: Terry MaƩhews, Kenneth 
Spinks, and Donna BisseƩ. Each person made lasƟng contribuƟons to our ministry, and it is my hope that 
we will conƟnue to find ways to honor them and allow their stories to conƟnue to be a part of the story 
of our Church.   

Throughout the year, we also acknowledged the loss of projected revenue, which required of to make 
several difficult decisions regarding the compensaƟon of our team. It is my hope that an improved fiscal 
fooƟng in 2023 will allow us to restore the cuts we had to make, as they hinder us from being the church 
we are capable of being. Please join me in thanking our team; Carolyn Alford, Monica Kuptz, Robert Cox, 
Trudell TroƩer, Zion Yisrael, and Wayne Ramocan. In addiƟon to those specific names, the unsung heroes 
of our Church will always be our many volunteers and we appreciate them more than words or deeds 
could ever express. Please join me in also acknowledging the ministers who contributed to our ministry 
last year; Rev. Barbara Kelly, Rev. Danica Vaughn, Rev. Clarence Davis, Min. Nicole Clay, Min. Arlene 
Richardson, and Min. Roxanne Taylor. Lastly, please express appreciaƟon to wife, Akilah, and son, Gavin 
for their service and numerous sacrifices for the benefit of our Church. 

I would like to thank you, church family, for responding to the needs of our church, both planned and 
unplanned. When we asked you to make investments in our Next Gen ministry, you stepped up. When 
we told you we had emergent campus repairs and necessary renovaƟons, you stepped up as well. Even 
in one of our most challenging years, we sƟll bapƟzed new believers and welcomed new members. We 
welcomed new members who had never stepped foot into our sanctuary when they made their decision 
to join. I remain ever hopeful in God and in us. I remain prayerfully excited about what God has in store 
for First BapƟst Church of Detroit.  

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Theodore T. Turman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



  



Discipleship Report 
 
What is Discipleship 
At its base, a disciple is a learner.  A disciple in the context of Christianity is one who studies and 
models the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, God incarnate.  Disciples of Christ strive to 
continuously grow and mature in their knowledge of Christ while teaching and modeling that 
knowledge to others.  The mission of a disciple of Christ is succinctly stated in Matthew 28:19-20 
NIV:  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
 
 
Discipleship Activities and Partners 
First Baptist has engaged in several discipleship activities.  Below are brief descriptions of the 
various activities and gratitude to our Partners that led these endeavors. 
 

Pastor Turman led the Next Gen project to disciple our youth and teens.  This ministry 
has educated our young people about the Bible and provided illustrations and activities 
that demonstrated the application of the Bible principles to real life situations.  Fellowship 
and building Christian community is also an important part of Next Gen as the young 
people interact with each other and engage in hands on activities that strengthen their 
relationships.  We are grateful to Tyler McBeath, Minister Arlene Richardson, Michelle 
McCray, Shirley Vincent, Linda Knox, Mikaela Armstead and every person that works with 
Next Gen.  We appreciate their dedication and the amazing job they do with our young 
people. 

 
The Sunday school and various bible study series provided discipleship in more 
traditional ways.  Thank you to Pastor Turman, First Lady Turman, and Minister Arlene 
Richardson for their dedication in this area.  We will always remember Terry Matthews for 
his partnership with Minister Arlene Richardson in leading Sunday school. 

 
The Mental Health Mondays series is an effort to address various topics to provide 
education and to promote mental health.  These short segments are made available on 
demand on the church website and various social media accounts.  Thank you to Minister 
Nicole Clay and Mikaela Armstead for their dedication to this project.  

 
The Grief Support Group met for several weeks in person to assist the bereaved in 
processing grief associated with bereavement.  This group addressed concerns shared 
by many as reflected by the diversity of the attendees. This group was led by Minister 
Nicole Clay. 

 
Family ID consisted of several small groups that met both in person and virtually.  This 
series focused on family ties.  Specifically, this study focused on prioritizing family and 
nurturing those ties in according to Biblical principles.  Thank you to all who led these 
groups:  Reverend Barbara Kelley, Minister Roxanne Taylor, Minister Arlene Richardson 
and Minister Nicole Clay. 

 
 
Future Vision 
During this coming season, the discipleship efforts of First Baptist will continue.  There will be a 
continuation of the Next Gen Ministry, as well as two segments on Bible Back to Basics. There 



will be a return of Mental Health Mondays to address various topics that impact our mental health 
and well-being.  There will also be several scheduled Grief Support Group iterations as the 
response to this group confirmed that this is an ongoing area of concern for many people. 
This next season will also bring the addition of new discipleship activities including discipleship 
groups to encourage the reading and review of the Bible as well as fellowship among the saints.  
These include the following proposed themed discipleship groups: 
 

- Seasoned Saints 
- Next Gen Families 
- Young Adults (21-40) 
- Grown and Saintly (40 and up) 

 
Bible Reading Project & Questions for your Consideration 
This next season will also encourage the members to dedicate specific time to reading/hearing 
the Bible.  The prerecorded 30-minute readings of the Bible will be available every day.  These 
will be accompanied by general questions that can be applied to each section read.  These 
questions can be reviewed on an individual basis or in group settings (such as discipleship group 
meetings).  
 
We are exciting about living out the mandate that we are to make disciples of all nations in this 
next season of First Baptist Church of Detroit. 



  



  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Stewardship & Finance Team 

2022 Annual Report 

 

Stewardship is taking care of what God has blessed us with in the form of time, talent and 
treasure.  Christian stewardship is using God’s gifts as revealed through Jesus Christ and lived 
out in a variety of ways.  Stewardship should be who we are while joyfully giving to others and 
putting them before ourselves.  It is a way of thinking and acting in a Christian manner. 

Team Members 
I would like to give a heartfelt thank you to the committee members who have volunteered their 
time to serve on this committee and to make decisions concerning the finances of the church. 
Kristina Johnson, Secretary & Assistant Moderator; Dianne Hubbard; Joyce McDaniel; LeVearn 
McNairy; Janifer Sims; Linda Knox, John Potts, Treasurer; Rev Dr. Theodore Turman, Pastor.  
 
Team Chair 
I have been a member of First Baptist Church of Detroit for over 20 years.  This is my second 
stint as Stewardship & Finance Team Lead.  I have also served as Treasurer, Assistant 
Moderator, Moderator and Worship & Arts Team Lead.  Currently, I serve on the Connections 
Team and am a member of Amazing Grace Paise Dance.  I also lead the Sunday Evening Book 
Club meetings.  My faith runs deep and I know God isn’t finished with me yet.  I like to think of 
my life as three songs – “His Eye is on the Sparrow”, “I Don’t Feel No Ways Tired” and “What a 
Wonderful World”.  I am married with three children and five grandchildren with two on the way.  
And last, but not least, I’m originally from Ohio so Go Buckeyes. 
      
Fundraising   
The Stewardship and Finance team was tasked with raising $400 for 2022.  I am happy to say 
the team accomplished its fundraising goal and plans to do the same for 2023.   
 
2022 Incompletes 
 Timely distribution of giving statements.  Goal is semi-annually for 2023. 
 Timely completion of Staff/Pastor evaluations.  Goal is third quarter 2023. 
 Inventory of property. Goal is third/fourth quarter 2023.  
 
2022 Completes 
 Installed new drapes for the stage in fellowship hall. 
 Updated the restrooms located in the hallway in fellowship hall. 
 Stripped and waxed the floor in fellowship hall. 
 Closed the investment, fellowship fund and memorials savings accounts. 
2023 Challenges 

Better stewardship and oversight of spending. 
Re-decorating fellowship hall to entice more rentals. 
Repairing ceiling and lights in sanctuary building. 
Maintaining and keeping the kitchen clean in fellowship hall. 

 
Church Finances   



First Baptist has been in a negative cash flow position for many months.  We ended 2022 with a 
negative net income.  Cuts to the budget have been made, although we have monthly expenses 
that have to be paid.  We are struggling financially.  Please keep First Baptist in your prayers. 
  
 
The Stewardship and Finance team would like to thank all of you for your continued support of 
the ministries of First Baptist Church of Detroit.  Please let me know if you would like to join our 
team.  We are who we are because of you.  Thank you. 
 
Prayerfully submitted, 
 
Brenda Threatt, Chair 
Stewardship and Finance Team 
  



  



 

  



  



 

  



 





  



  



“The mission of First Baptist Church of Detroit is to love God, love others, and serve the World” 
 

Worship and Arts Ministry Annual Report 
Period of the Report: 2022 

Ministry Leader/Position: Carolyn Alford – Worship and Arts Ministry Chair 

Ministry Mission Statement:  
The Worship & Arts Ministry represents the cooperative efforts of many different God-given 
talents to bless the Lord and edify his people.  
The committee is responsible for preparing, presenting, and evaluating weekly worship and 
other related events of the church in coordination with the Pastor. Specific duties include but are 
not limited to: 

 Oversight of the Audio/Visual components of Worship and equipment 
 Oversight of the recruiting, training, and evaluating Musicians 
 Oversight of the preparation and presentation of all Worship Related activities  

      

Guiding Scripture:  Proverbs 4:25 Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before 
you. 
 
2021 Ministry Volunteers: 
Amazing Grace:  Rhonda Reynolds-Williams, Carley Brooks, Cayley Brooks, Andreana Chenault, Kristina 
Johnson, Zoie Johnson, Roxanne Taylor, Brenda Threatt 
Audio Visual:  Marlon Taylor, Douglas Blakes, Carley Brooks, Cayley Brooks, Gavin Turman, Robert 
Graham, Jeremiah Williams, Zoie Johnson, Byron Johnson III 
Mass Choir:  Joann Reynolds, Sherrilyn Branch, Rev. Barbara Kelley, Cynthia Wilson, Aletha Jackson, 
Jean Potts, Clyde White, Valecia Wiggins 
Rejoice:  Akilah Turman, Carolyn Alford, Kristina Johnson, Joseph Shaw and Roxanne Taylor 
 

2022 – The Year in Review 

LOOKING BACK:  In 2022, Worship & Arts produced a worship service every Sunday, except Christmas 
day (cancelled because there was no heat).  We had music to praise God, inspire the faithful and comfort 
the weary as a part of every one of those services.  All services were streamed on Facebook and 
YouTube, we have occasional technical interruption, but the team works hard to maintain a high quality 
stream.   
IN MEMORIUM:  The passing of Terry Matthews left a huge hole in the Worship & Arts ministry.  Terry 
could be counted on to step in and play or sing whenever he was asked.  Terry was an intensely talented 
person and his loss is felt deeply by the team.  
NEEDS:  We need volunteers in all areas of Worship & Arts.  The greatest need is for adult technology 
volunteers.  Our tech team is young and we rely on them to do an important job for the team.  However, 
we shouldn’t forget that they are kids.  I’m not sure how to best accomplish it, but we have to find adult 
volunteers. 
FINAL NOTE:  I won’t be returning as the Worship & Arts team leader after the Annual Meeting.  
Someone will have to fill that role.  To that person, I wish you all the best.  I hope that you enjoy laboring 
alongside so many wonderful, dedicated, talented and faithful people.  They are a gift and I have been 
greatly blessed by them. 
 


